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1. Activation 
 

Upon starting FOCUS projects 4 professional for the first time, you will be prompted 

to activate the program. Proceed as follows: 

Install FOCUS projects 4 professional as described by the installation instructions.    

Input your serial number. For the box version, this can be found on the accompanying 

booklet. If you have chosen to download the program, you will have received the 

serial number by email directly following your purchase. 

 

 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŎǘƛǾŀǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ. The software has now been successfully 

activated!  

Note: FOCUS projects 4 professional can be installed on up to two computers using 

the same serial number.   

A second serial number is not necessary. When installing the program on a second 

ŘŜǾƛŎŜΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ά!ŎǘƛǾŀǘŜέΦ    
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2. Fascinating Macro Photography 
 

The world of macro photography is often considered one of the most awe-inspiring 

ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ aŀŎǊƻ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜ 

experience but also help bring hardly noticeable or even completely unseen 

photographic details to life. Magnification of ice crystals on a window or the delicate 

ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŘǊŀƎƻƴŦƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΣ 

begin with easier image edits. Grains of salt, screws, model cars or even feathers are 

all fantastic macro photo objects worth displaying in full detail. 

I have a macro lens. Why do I need Focus projects 4 professional? 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ ½ƻƻƳ ƛƴ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎt too close 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀǘ ŀǇŜǊǘǳǊŜ он ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ 

full clarity. Small aperture sizes often leave brightness levels too low and diffraction 

clarity issues tend to arise resulting in reduced detail sharpness. 

Here, the Focus Stacking Method can help: This technical term describes the process 

of combining images with varying sharpness levels within a single image. The 

resulting image computed in Focus projects 4 professional pieces together all infocus 

regions of each individual image onto one layer, thus displaying the entire 

image in absolute clarity. 

15 photos have been taken for use in the following matchbox example. 

 

Displayed here are the 

first and last shots from 

an image series. In total, 

13 additional photos 

taken between the first 

and last image were 

needed to display all of 

the matches in full 

focus. 
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Focus projects 4 professional layers and precisely aligns all images and computes a 

single image from the data. All relevant areas of the resulting image then receive the 

necessary degree of focus. 

 

Tips for your first macro shots: 

Retro-Adapter 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŜƴǎ ς just rotate your standard or 

wideangle lens. There is a wide range of priceworthy adapters available on the 

market. 

Using ISO  

aŀƪŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ L{h ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ISO up to 2000 is no 

problem for most new cameras. 

Use a Tripod 

It is almost impossible to hold the camera completely still in telephoto position. Here 

you should use a quality tripod and a remote release for your camera. Using a remote 

release for your camera ensures that your camera remains absolutely motionless 

during shutter release. Alternatively, you can also lean your camera against a stable 

surface. 

More Light 

If you wish to use shorter shutter speed and a greater depth of field, just add more 

light. For this, you can use LED ring lights or a macro flash. 

Which aperture is the best? 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

aperture which yields the best image performance when used together with your 

preferred lens. This is usually found somewhere between aperture 5, 6 and 11. 
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Insect Macro Photography 

If you would like to compile Focus Stacks of insects, getting out early in the day is key. 

{Ƙƻǘǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳƛŘŘŀȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ȅƛŜƭŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

dawn when insects are sleeping or still in hibernation offer the best chances for 

success.  
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3. What´s new in Version 4? 
 

FOCUS projects 4 professional offers many new features. Here is an overview of 

some of the most important developments: 

 

V Maximum Focus Stack Count: Upload up to 1000 images  

 

V Focus Boost Technology: Focus Squared, Focus Cubed, Focus Infinity and 

Diamond Cut Sharpening 

 

V Two new Focus Stacking Algorithms: Pyramid Distance und Pyramid Colour 

 

V Significance check for Focus Stacks: According to weighting or according to 

image content 

 

V Compression of the Depth Map: More accurate adaptation of 3D-

reconstruction 

 

V Acceleration of Focus Stacking Fusion : Focus Stacking Fusion is more than 

30% faster 

  

V 19 new post-processing effects: 

- Masking - Details 

- Denoising ς Banding 

- Denoising ς Farbwolken 

- Reduce haze and fog 

- Weighted black/ white point 

- Brightness progression 

- Normalisation 

- Restore hightlights 

- Veiling glare 
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- White and black correction 

- Colour balance 

- Colour dynamic 

- Color gradient 

- Colour light and shadow 

- Normalisation (RGB) 

- Smooth colour tone 

- Gauss soft focus 

- Neon Glow 

- Warp 

 

V Selektive Drawing: 

- 9 Effects 

- 4 Composing Levels 

- 48 Processing Methods 

 

V Print Final Image (Ctrl + D) 

 

V Clipboard (Ctrl + C) 

 

V Colour normalisation and brilliance optimisation of input images 

 

V Scaling function for input images 

 

V Focus Fusion Profiles  



FOCUS projects 4 professional ς user manual 

FRANZIS Verlag GmbH  10 
 

V New Effects Category:  Smart Mask Filters 

 

There is a new effects category for intelligent and automatic masking of Post-

processing effects  which include 8 different masks. 

Details 

Colour saturation 

Colour tone 

Gradation 

Brightness 

Light 

Shade 

Black ς White point 

 

 

V With the two new preset categories, there are now 62 presets in total: 

- Landscape: 11 Presets 

- Glow:  9 Presets 

 

V Interactive Contrast Optimisation in the Focus Fusion 

 

V Reverse the Order of the Image Sequence 

 

V Note Function in the Undo-Timeline  
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4. Configuring the User Interface 
 

Optional font size for Menus and titles 

In the main menu of the program you will find in View -> font size an option to 

customise the size of the letters in the menu as well as in the titles of the programm. 

 

 

 

The font size can be adjusted to the run time of the program.  

4K-monitors gives you the option to enlarge the font size for better readability of the 

menu. 
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5. Macro Photos Done Quickly 
 

You can obtain a finished macro image in just 4 clicks with FOCUS projects 4 

professional: 

1. Load Stacking Sequence  

2. Post-Processing  Ą Preset Selection  

3. Optimisation Assistant   

4. Select Image segment and Save, that´s it! 

 

 

 

You can simply drag and drop your image sequences onto the start screen.  

 

How to get the results you want, and fast - the elaborated presets and looks, 

individual image adaption and selected drawing allows you to go down your own 

creative route. FOCUS projects 4 professional offers both options. 
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At the top of the screen are the main menu as well as the menu bar. This menu bar 
contains the following functions (from left to right): 
 
 

- Image Sequence Browser    
 

- History Viewer     
 

- Import Image Sequence    
 

- Open Project      
 

- Batch Processing     
 

- Load Sample 1     
 

- Load Sample 2     
 

hǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƳŀƎŜ Řŀǘŀ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜ αŘǊƻǇǇŜŘά ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ōȅ 5ǊŀƎ ϧ 5ǊƻǇΦ 

Then the image data is uploaded automatically. 
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6. Importing Image Material   
 

To load an image simply drag and drop the images onto the start screen. 

Alternatively, you can also use the toolbar buttons or drop-down file menu.    

 

The maximum number of possible images is 1000 pictures in FOCUS projects 4 

professional. 

 

Note: The Image Preparation dialogue is automatically deactivated in the default 

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ α!ƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿά ƻǇǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

activated in the menu. 

The image preparation dialog will open as soon as an image or image sequence has 

been selected or draggend and dropped into the program.  

Here you can also choose each time you upload a sequence (click on the box at the 

bottom).  
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ü Image Sequence Browser   

For a better overview of your image sequences you can use the image 

sequence browser before uploading your image sequences. 

Click on the corresponding symbol in the task bar. A preview window will 

open. ChoƻǎŜ ōȅ αǉǳŜƭƭ ŦƻƭŘŜǊέ ȅƻǳǊ image sequence folder. 

 

 

FOCUS projects 4 professional starts immediately with the calculation, fitting 

automatically the right images together as well as showing a preview image. If 

you go across the image with the mouse, the image will automatically enlarge 

itself. 
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The file type-filter  is practical here, since one often has jpg rows and RAW 

images together in one folder. But if you type in RAW in the file type, only the 

RAW rows will be shown. You won´t have any doubles any more. 

At 100% the search for images is finished. 

From this point on you will be able to upload the desired image sequence Click on the 

ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ Ǌƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƳƻǳǎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƳŜƴǳ άƻǇŜƴ ŀǎ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέΦ 

 

 

 

FOCUS projects 4 professional uploads the images of the desired sequence and just 

like the simple Drag & Drop of the images on the desktop we start now with the 

image preparation. 

  



FOCUS projects 4 professional ς user manual 

FRANZIS Verlag GmbH  17 
 

7. Menu Bar 
 

7.1 File 

 

File Ҧ {ǘŀǊǘ   

When you are finished editing an image or 

would like to close your current image, clicking 

on Start (or Ctrl + N) will close the image 

currently open. 

 

File Ҧ Import Image Sequence    

In order to open an image, click on Import 

image sequence (or Ctrl Ҍ {ƘƛŦǘ Ҍ hύ Χ ǘƻ 

search for the sequence you would like to edit. 

 

File Ҧ Image Sequence Browser   

Select your sequence ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻǳrce-CƻƭŘŜǊέΦ FOCUS projects 4 

professional immediately begins its calculation process and automatically gathers the 

best photos from your sequence. From here you can then upload your preferred 

image sequence. 

 

File Ҧ History Viewer   

Clicking here will provide you with an overview of your separate projects and allow 

you to choose between them. 

 

File Ҧ Save Final Image   

If you are content with your editing results and would like to save your image, click 

on Save Final Image (or Ctrl + Sύ Χ 

 

File Ҧ Open Final Image In External Program  

If you would like to continue editing your current image in another program, you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ FOCUS projects 4 professional For this, simply click on 

Open Final Image in External Program. 
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File Ҧ Export Image Sequence  

Select Export image sequence in order to save your edited exposure bracket and 

open it in an external program. 

 

File Ą Create Exposure Bracketing  

Click here to create an exposure bracketing from your image. You can choose 

between three, five or nine exposures. 

 

File Ҧ Print Final Image  

Click here to print your final image. The image is automatically and correctly scaled to 

the print medium. 

 

File Ҧ Final Image Into Clipboard  

The final image is posted to the clipboard. You can then seamlessly insert it into other 

programs. 

 

File Ҧ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƎǳƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ FOCUS projects 4 professional and would like to 

continue editing, open the file by clicking on Projects. 

 

 File Ҧ Exit  

Click on Exit (or Ctrl  + F4) to close FOCUS projects 4 professional . 
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7.2 Editing 

 

Edit Ҧ RAW Processing  

Whenever you want to easily edit a photo, 

simply click on RAW processing to do things like 

alter colors in the photo or distort the image 

(please see 20. RAW Image Editing) 

 

Edit Ҧ Edit Image Sequence  

FOCUS projects 4 professional utilizes a complex process to filter out all accurately 

exposed pixels and combine them into one image (please see 14. Macro Image 

Stacking and Editing Image Sequence). 

 

Edit Ҧ Edit Weightings  

The Weight Painter is a tool used for manually editing individual images in a series in 

order to selectively alter specific regions of the photograph. (Please see 12. Edit 

Weighting). 

 

Edit Ҧ tƻǎǘ-Processing  

Once you have edited or removed noise from an image, you find yourself in Post-

Processing Mode.    

 

7.3 View 

 

View Ҧ Information Windows  

This window displays all image sequence 

information regarding the preset settings. 

 

View Ҧ EXIF Information Window  

This window shows you (if available) all image 

file EXIF information such as location, camera 

type, exposure duration and capture time. 
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View Ҧ Histogram  

The histogram provides you with a consolidated overview of the Light Distribution 

Information present within your photo. This makes it easy to recognize if your photo 

is over/ underexposed. 

 

View Ҧ Full Screen View On/Off  

If you ever feel distracted by the task bar, you can toggle between a normal and full 

screen view by clicking on Full Screen View On/Off. 

 

View Ҧ Interface-{ǘȅƭŜΧ όŘŀǊƪ ƎǊŀȅ)  

Clicking on Interface Style... will allow you to alter the color scheme for FOCUS 

projects 4 professional. The color scheme you have currently selected will appear in 

brackets. 

 

View Ҧ Font Size  

Change the font size levels between small, medium and large. 

 

View Ҧ Frame Color: Gray /ŀǊǘ Ҧ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ  

If you click on Frame Color: Gray CartΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

color value as the frame color. 

 

View Ҧ Restore Window defaults   

Returns the current window to its original size.  

 

7.4 Extras 

9ȄǘǊŀǎ Ҧ Batch Processing  (Ctrl + B)  

Batch processing in FOCUS projects 4 professional 

enables the automatic processing of multiple 

image sequences. 

 

9ȄǘǊŀǎ Ҧ Preparing Image   

Here you can begin to prepare your images prior 
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to Macro stacking (see 8.Image Preparation). 

 

EȄǘǊŀǎ Ҧ Settings  (Ctrl + P)  

Here you will find the various configuration options adaptable to your unique 

preferences offered in FOCUS projects 4 professional. 

 

9ȄǘǊŀǎ Ҧ Reset   

This returns the current user interface to its original size. 

 

9ȄǘǊŀǎ Ҧ Create Restore Point (Shift + Z)  

If you would like to save your image in its current state and continue editing without 

initiating a file-save, simply select the option Create Restore Point or (Shift + Z). This 

allows you to return to the last saved state of your image at any time.  

 

Extrŀǎ Ҧ ¢ƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ όCtrl + T)  

Click on the Timeline or (Ctrl  + T) to display all saved Undo-Points. 

 

7.5 Add-ons 

 

With the help of Add-ons, you can now not only import Presets into FOCUS projects 4 

professional but also integrate new Post Processing Modules that provide your 

Presets with an entirely new look. However, currently are no Add-ons available.  
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7.6 Information 

 

 

Information Ҧ FOCUS projects ς Homepage  

Click here to navigate to the FOCUS projects 4 professional homepage. 

 

Information Ҧ Show Shortcuts  

Here you will find all keyboard shortcuts available in FOCUS projects 4 professional. 

 

Information Ҧ Supported RAW Formats  

A list of all cameras whose RAW Files are able to be opened in FOCUS projects 4 

professional. 

 

Information Ҧ  Check For Updates   

This checks online whether newer versions of the software are available for 

download. 

 

Information Ҧ About FOCUS projects  (Shift + F1)  

Information about the current version, 3rd-Party Software and Credits from FOCUS 

projects 4 professional . 
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8. Image Preparation 
 

IŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦ   

For the first steps, please use the standard settings. These default set-tings can be 

restored with the arrow at the bottom left. Nothing can be irretrievably adjusted.    

 

 

 

a. Scaling: Set the scaling for your input image data here. The new image size is 

calculated based on the image area. As size of the scaled image data in relation 

to the original image data you can choose for example 25% to scale the image 

data to half the width and half the height. Choose 50% to scale the image data 

to half the number of megapixels. 400% scales the image data to double the 

width and double the height. 

Moreover you can select a suitable method for interpolating your image data. 

¢ƘŜ άǎƛƳǇƭŜέ ƳŜǘƘƻd is very fast and leads to a direct pixel scaling, while the 

άŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŎǳǊǾŜέ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊǇŜǊ 

results. 
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b. Colour space conversion: advanced users 

can choose a colour space here - for all 

other users, it is recommended to not make 

any adjustments, to avoid incorrect colour 

rendering later. FOCUS projects 4 

professional offers several new colour 

spaces (D65). The standard illuminant D65 

is representative for a phase of natural 

daylight with the colour temperature of 

6500° Kelvin. 

 

c. White balance corrects colour casts that 

occur with shots taken, for example, in a 

warmly lit room. To start, leave this setting 

unchanged.    

 

d. With this regulator one can adjust the colour temperature when you´re 

already uploading. It is advised ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ άŘŜŦŀǳƭǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

regulate the colour temperature later in post-processing. 

  

e. Under Optimisations there are three different options for improving your 

image data. Normalising the colour ensures that the shadows in the image are 

black and the lights in the image are white. You can activate or deactivate the 

automatic luminocity optimiser when loading RAW image files. If automatic 

rotation is activated, images will be automatically rotated according to their 

Exif orientation. 

f. Noise suppression: these buttons allow you to select the precision of the noise 

removal, and the slider regulates the degree of the sharpness for the edges. 

Here dark images can undergo significant noise removal and have hot pixels 

(light spots caused by the ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ǎŜƴǎƻǊ ƛƴ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎύ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΦ 

 

g. Exposure: Optimising dark areas of an image can help to reduce the tinging 

which frequently occurs in shadows or dark patches. Optimising lights fleshes 

out as many details as possible from the light areas of the source image.  
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h. Alignment: here you can influence how the individual images of the series are 

congruently positioned on top of one another. The subtlest movement of an 

object, unintentional zooming or rotating of the camera can be considered. In 

the majority of cases, the default settings often lead to the preferred result. 

The automatic cropping function corrects empty areas at the edges of your 

images. 
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9. Post-Processing: Presets   
 

Just like in the last version of FOCUS projects 

professional we shall start after the uploading of images 

directly in post-processing. Here we control the tone 

mapping of the images, before editing the results with 

filters and effects. 

Left side of the post-processing screen: The presets 

show the breakdown of the live preview in categories ς 

α!ƭƭάΣ αNaturalάΣ αLandscapeάΣ αaƻƴƻŎƘǊƻƳeάΣ αColorsάΣ 

αо-5άΣ αCustomά ǳƴŘ αGlowά with the quantity of 

presets in the appropriate category.    

¢ƻ ōŜƎƛƴΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ άNatural Neutralέ preset. 

Clicking on the preview image applies the effect to the 

image in real time, which will then be displayed in the 

middle of the screen. Discover the wide variety of 

different looks by clicking on the 62 different presets. 

You will be amazed by the intriguing styles in the artistic 

section!    
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Image with αNatural NeutralάΦ 

 
 

 
Image aftŜǊ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ α/ƻƭƻǊǎ LƴǘŜƴǎŜά preset. 

 

All 62 FOCUS projects 4 professional presets aǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǊ άǇǊŜǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέ 

you can detach easily and adjust to the desired size.
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Preview Gallery   

 

Would you like to see all the previews for the loaded image or series? Open up the 

ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ άŀƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭΦ 

 

FOCUS projects 4 professional constructs then a browser gallery with all the presets. 

For a larger display click on the picture. 

 

 
 

This very practical feature is reminiscent of good old contact sheets. You can create 

proofs to assess how the image with your favourite presets would look when printed. 
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ü The variation browser   
 

The variation browser allows you to choose from different versions of a function 

and is primarily operated with the mouse: 

¶ Shifting the segment: hold down the left mouse button, before moving the 

mouse 

¶ Zooming in: scroll up 

¶ Zooming out: scroll down 

¶ Choosing the variant: double left click on the image 

¶ Setting a referent: left click on the image 

¶ Comparison with referent: hold down the right mouse button over the 

image 

 

The corresponding short cuts you can find under άƳŜƴǳέ Ą άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ą short 
ŎǳǘǎέΦ 
 

 
 
Click on the symbol and FOCUS projects 4 professional will show you the entire 

preview gallery of that chosen category. Zoom in now on the variant that you 

want to compare and set a reference image. 

This reference image you will be able to put on any image through a left click of 
the mouse. You can fade in this reference image into the other image by holding 
down the right mouse button. The border surrounding the image in a green 
dashed line shows you the reference image so that you can make the comparison. 
In this way you can compare any two variants in the browser directly and visually. 
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Example: As a reference image you choose the variant 

άNatural Soft Contrastέ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŜŦǘ 

mouse click. The green dashed line shows that you have 

chosen this image. 

 

 

 

 

Now you look for a different preview image, in this case Preset αColors Intense ά has 

been chosen.  

 
 

Right click on the preset αColors Intenseέ and the reference preset will fade in. As 

soon as you let go of the mouse button, you will see the αColors LƴǘŜƴǎŜέ again. This 

is how you simply and purposefully compare looks with another before choosing the 

ones you like the best. 

 

Selection of your desired variation:  

With a double click you chose the variant. The relevant program settings will be 

carried out automatically. 

 

Deleting of a variation: 

If you want to delete a variation, move the cursor over it and click the [Del] button. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ 

ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άǊŜǎŜǘέΦ 

 

 
 

Tip: 

Your current choice will, when you open the window, be automatically set as your 

reference image. 
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ü Combine Presets    

¢ƻ ƳŜǊƎŜ ǘǿƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳōƛƴŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǇǊŜǎŜǘǎϦ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿ ǇǊŜǎŜǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ϧ/ǳǎǘƻƳϦΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŝŀǎȅ 

to expand your numerous options and accumulate new ideas! 

 

ü Name Favourites    

Have you found certain presets that you love and 

instantly want to have handy? Click on the top right 

star in the preset window and add the setting to your 

favourites. By clicking the button, previews all of your 

favourite presets will be displayed. 

  

 

ü Save Undo-Point  

With the Save Undo-Point Function you can save your edits to an image at 

different intervals and later view these in the Timeline and pick up where you left 

off. 

 

ü Timeline  

In the Timeline you can view and directly access all saved Undo-Points. 

 

ü Image Sequence View   

The image sequence player is a tool that lets you analyse focus stacks. Here you 

can look at the whole sequence as a film in order to spot gaps in the sharpness 

depth layers. In addition, you can use it to add the weightings of your selected 

focus stacking algorithms to the video sequence (by using the slider in the upper 

bar). This enables you to recognise if single areas will yield better stacking results 

after retouching. 
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ü Comparison View   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you want a comparison to the macro image? Simply right click on the middle of 

the image to see the before/after result.  

A quick check on the editing process is available at any time. For an extensive 

overview with selectable areas and luminance display, click on the symbol bar. 
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ü Preview Mode   

Is this option is activated your original image is displayed in a smaller version. If you 

switch it off, all calculations will be carried out in full-size images. Please note that 

deactivation takes more time to process in the preview mode. 

 

ü Real Time Processing   

 
When activated, all of the changes that you have made to the preset settings will be 

immediately applied to the image and you will see the outcome of your adjustments 

directly. If this option is deactivated, then you will only see the outcome of your 

adjustments when you clicƪ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴ άŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ŀŦǊŜǎƘέ:  

 

ü High-Quality Display   
 
Activate this option to see the preview image in high-resolution. If the preview is set 

at 100%, there will be no difference. If you zoom in on a section of the photo 

however, there is a noticeable difference in quality.    

 

ü Border Pixel Display  
 
The border pixel display helps to reveal areas that tend towards maximal light and 
dark values that is to white and black. Dark border pixels are depicted by blue and 
light pixels by orange.  
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Depiction of border pixels in dark blue and orange tones.   
 
If you would want to brighten this image, you have to be careful of the orange border 
pixels. Light surfaces on the car and the walls should not become too white, in order 
ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ Lƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άōǳǊƴŜŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎέΦ 
The border pixel view helps to find these critical image areas 
 

ü {ȅƳōƻƭ αOriginal Resolution Settingά   
 
With this pushbutton you will set the zoom factor on the original resolution. 
 

ü αIncrease the Zoom factor to the screen sizeά   

With this symbol you will enlarge the zoom factor to the maximum possible screen 
size. 
 

 

ü Import/Export of Presets  

 

Presets from earlier versions can be easily imported. Do you want to exchange all of 

your presets with a friend or just secure all of your treasures? Use the practical 

export function. 
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ü Filter Presets 

Locating presets can be difficult when you have imported presets or created many 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻƻƪǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŜƴǘŜǊ άŦƛƭǘŜǊϦ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜǘǎ 

relating to άŦƛƭǘŜǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄample ά/ƻƭƻǊǎ wŜŘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊέΣ ά/ƻƭƻǊǎ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ŦƛƭǘŜǊέ 

ƻǊ ά[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ b5 ƎǊŀŘƛŜƴǘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊέΦ This makes the search a lot easier. 

 
 

ü Custom Presets 

One thing is certain, regardless of which settings you have changed, if you have 

ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƛƭǘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ŀ ŦƛƭǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

modified and to the right of the preview image is the following symbol:   

 Clicking  will reset the preset back to its initial 

state. Careful: All of the modifi-cations applied up 

to this point will be undone! 

Clicking  saves all of the changes in a new 

preset.  

A dialog box will open where you can enter a new 

name for your preset or confirm the suggested 

one. ¢ƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘ ά/ƻǇȅέΦ 
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¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ǳǎǘƻƳϦ 

presets category. The new preset has been 

additionally generated and the starting preset is 

preserved. You can also never overwrite a default 

preset!  

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ǳǎǘƻƳϦ ǇǊŜǎŜǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ   

 

Here we can find our first custom preset.   

There are a few new symbols to the right of the 

preview image: 

 Is this the favourite preset that you have made? 

Mark it to find it right away next time! 

 

 IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

lose this new look? Then create a new one!   

 

 Reset the most recently changed settings for the 

newest preset. 

 

 You have readjusted once again? No problem. 

Save the changes with the disk symbol. 

 

  /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 

 

  You can also delete your custom preset entirely.   

 

 ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ α/ƻƭƻǊ ǇƭŀȅάΣ  

and subsequently type the teǊƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ōŀǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ άLƳǇƻǊǘϦΦ !ƭƭ 

presets with this search filter will be dis-played. 
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¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

used for those specific holiday photos will then be easy to find and to apply to other 

pictures.  

¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ƳŜƴǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ α/ƻƭƻǊ Ǉƭŀȅά ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

simply select it from the entered search filters.  
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10. Post-Processing: Finalisation 
 

Now that we have understood the most important part of post-ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ 

onto fine-tuning, which can be found on the right 

ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ άCƛƴŀƭƛǎŜϦΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

are intended to only to be used to edit pictures 

further after selecting a preset. 

 

 

ü The Magnifying Glass 

On the right hand side (at the very top) in Post-processing you will find the 1:1 

magnifying glass. The magnifying glass shows you the area under the mouse in a 1:1 

pixel view. 

 

 

 

When clicking on the magnifying glass the new compare window will appear, which 

compares your edited image and the original image. It simultaneously gives you the 

opportunity to examine the comparison through the magnifier display. 
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¢ƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǇǊŜǎǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ά ƪŜȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ 

move the mouse over the screen. 

           

Click into the image area of the magnifying glass, to change between the display 

ƳƻŘǳǎ άŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜκŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άŘƛǊŜŎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜκŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴέΦ 

¢ƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛȄŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ǇǊŜǎǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά[έ ƪŜȅ ƻƴŎŜ 

more. 

 

ü Point of Interest    

!ŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ ǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ 

area of the image. The effects will be applied in their full form, however only visible in 

the specified spots, the rest of the image will be left unaffected. This effect is 

intended for very large, high-resolution photos, for example panorama pictures. 
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ü Intelligent Colour Space (SCA Method)   

This menu offers you options for optimal colour 

detail gradation of your tone mapping results. 

Selecting SCA method (Smart Colourspace 

Adaptation) demonstrates differences in the details of more saturated colours.   

TipΥ ²ƛǘƘ ά{ǳǇŜǊǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎέ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝet exceptional details and saturated colours and 

stark color variations around contrast edges. 

 

ü Optimisation Assistent 
 

The optimisation assistant is a very efficient tool for 

fast, fascinating results. 

When the preset is activated, denoising, tonal value, 

clarity, dynamic and sharpness settings can all be 

adjusted by sliding the control to the left or right. The 

result can be seen live. 

The optimisation assistant is intelligent; it remembers 

the values you entered, and applies the same settings 

to the next image in the same way, but tuning the 

result to the new motif.  

 

 If you would like to edit without the assistant, you 

can simply turn it off. If you would like to turn off the 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άƭŜŀǊƴŜŘέ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ   

 button. 

Additionally, the assistant can be given optimising 

specifications for an entire image style: choose 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ αƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƻƭάΣ αƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǊƳάΣ αǎƻŦǘά, 

αŦƛƴŜά αōǊƛƭƭŀƴǘάΣ αƛƴǘŜƴǎŜάΣ αƳǳǘŜŘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎάΣ 

αaǳƭǘƛŎƻƭƻǊάΣ αIƛƎƘ-YŜȅά Σ α[ƻǿ-YŜȅά ǳƴŘ α[ƻǿ-Key 

aǳƭǘƛŎƻƭƻǊάΦ 
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ü The Opacity Regulator of the Optimisation 

Assistant 

The opacity regulator in the optimisation assistant 

activates itself automatically as soon as one 

optimisation is activated. The opacity regulator 

works on every effect that optimises the image as 

well as the optimising presettings. 

 

ü Colour Toning:  

Use colour toning to give your image a special 

colour mood. Select a toning variant and 

control it´s special effect using the slider for the 

colour tone, saturation and opacity. 

 

 

ü Granulation Module 

 

a) Natural Grain 

In natural grain the different levels of photographic 

paper are simulated, which creates a natural 

irregularity. 

 

These following parameters are therefore at your 

disposal: 

 

- Form: Choose here from six different variants 

 

 

 

- ISO-Number 
The preset value conforms to the aveǊŀƎŜ άǊŜǎǘƭŜǎǎ ǾŀƭǳŜέ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜȅ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ 
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- Size 
The maximum size of the simulated granulation 
 

- Masking 
Gives you the opportunity to calculate the granulation in all different types of 

daylight or alternatively in light, shade or shade and light 

 

 Complete: all brightness values receive natural film grain. 

 Lights: the lights receive natural film grain. 

 Shadow: the shadows receive natural film grain. 

 Lights & Shadows: Both receive natural film grain. 

 

A Click on the button creates a new random distribution of grain and 

therefore a whole new look. 

 

b) Fractal Grain 

 

 

Fractal grain simulates a large scale irregularity, which is created through the storing 

and deterioration of photo material.  

Therefore the following parameters are at your disposal: 

 

- ISO-Number 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ άǊŜǎǘƭŜǎǎ ǾŀƭǳŜέ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘurally grey surface. 
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- Quality 

Determines the accuracy of the calculation (number of iterations for the fractal 

algorithm) of the fractal granulation 

In the granulation module there is no singular best setting, since the ideal grain size, 

form and quality is 100% dependant on the motif. Here you can try out different 

things and find new creative paths. 

 

A Click on the button creates a new random distribution of grain and 

therefore a whole new look. 

 

Information and helpful tips on making local adjustments and using Selective Painting 

can be found in Chapter 15. Local Adjustments/Selective Painting.   
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11. Expert Mode 
 

You can edit effects in different areas of the interface. 

Underneath the focus stacking method is the 

finalisation assistant. The assistant shows you all 

active features in the panel finalisation in a neatly 

arranged way. Additionally you can deactivate the fast 

access functions here. Underneath that is a list of all 

the available post-processing filters. Double-clicking 

on one of them will add it to the end of the list of 

effects, you have selected. 

If you want to change the values of a single effect 

within the list, select the effect by left-clicking on it. 

You can now see an area with all the parameters for 

the effect you have chosen below the list of selected 

effects. 

Here you can choose the settings for the processing 

method with the corresponding opacity, effect 

intensity, colours, positions and many more. Please 

also note that you have a context menu available 

within the list of selected effects. 

In order to get the hang of these values you can 

either take a look at the tooltips, or just click on some 

default settings and see how the effects and their 

respective parameters change. 

Smart Mask Filters: FOCUS projects 4 professional 

computes the chosen effects from top to bottom. 

This means that the order in which you´ve added 

effects within your list can have a major influence on 

your image result. For example, it the effect 

άaŀǎƪƛƴƎ luminanceέ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƛnfluence the 

brightness levels within your image. 

Beneath the display for effects, you have selected, ƛǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άŎƻǇȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 

ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜέ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
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image as if you had uploaded the result image directly. Use this function to save 

computing time when using a very large number of 

effects. 

 

Another effective option for setting up parameters is 

the real-time preview. 

To the left of every slider in the parameter area you 

Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ άǇƭŀȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ /ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

respective slider go in one direction and then in the 

other. If you have found your desired setting this way, 

ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǊŜǎǎ ά9ǎŎέ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ 

value to your image. 

Each filter enables the user to determine the layer 

effect and opacity level for the chosen effect layer. 

 
Opens the Selective Editing view for the effect currently selected. 

 
Copies the selective areas to the clipboard. 

 

Adds the selective areas from the clipboard to the currently selected effect. 

 
Displays the selection of preset selective processes. 

 
Deletes all selective areas of a selected effect. 
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12. Edit Weighting 
 

 

 

The Painter is a powerful tool to manually adjust a macro image by editing individual 

images of a sequence to selectively change certain areas. 

 

  

 

Image Sequence View (left): The individual images of a series are sorted into red, 

green and blue. When the bracketing has more than 3 exposures, the master image 

will be set as green and the next active neighbouring images as red and blue. If you 

would now like to make changes to the weighting of a particular image, pay attention 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ōŀǊΦ 

 

 
 

To clarify: To paint with the brush does not mean, that you paint colours onto the 

image, but you transfer the sharp areas of an image onto the final image.  
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Example: The stack of a dice consits of three images that were assigned to the 

colours red, green and blue. These colours indicate which image area has been 

created from which image stacks. In order to manually change the weighting for a 

certain area - for example for the blue (third) image ς which means that only the 

background image will be used during the calculation of the focus fusion, select the 

bƭǳŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ 

ǿŜƛǘƘǘƛƴƎέ ǘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ όƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ 

the weighting of all the other images). 

 

Adjusted Weighting: 

  

After drawing, the adjusted weighting can be seen 

to the right of the individual image. The white 

areas mean that these parts are more weighted 

now. 

 

 

 







http://www.instantreality.org/











































































































